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Have a problem or concern regarding legal aid? Contact your 
} local legal aid office or the Provincial Director's Office 


What is legal aid? 


Legal aid is a program which ensures that 
people in Ontario are able to receive legal 
representation or advice even though they may 
not be able to pay for it themselves. 

If you need a lawyer or legal advice but cannot 
afford it, the Ontario Legal Aid Plan will — if 
you qualify — pay all or part of your costs. 


Who can apply for legal aid? 

Any resident of Ontario can apply for legal 
aid, but to receive help under this program 
your financial circumstances and the nature of 
the help you need must first be assessed. 

If you do not normally live in Ontario, you 
may qualify for legal aid in certain cases, but 
your application must be approved by the 
Provincial Director of the program. 


Is legal aid free? 

Not necessarily. 

When you apply, your financial circumstances 
will be assessed by the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services. You will be asked about 
your income, expenses, debts and assets. If you 
are receiving support from another person, you 
may be required to provide information 
regarding that person’s financial resources. In 
determining whether you qualify, the full 
amount of your actual monthly expenses may 
not be allowed. The Ministry’s eligibility 
standards fix maximum allowances for necessary 
expenses. 

It is an offence not to tell the truth about your 
financial condition. 

Depending on the assessment, you may receive 
free assistance or you may be asked to pay part 
of the costs of the legal help provided. If the 
assessment shows that you can pay your own 
legal costs, you will not qualify for legal aid. 
Should you be refused, you can ask for a review 
of the decision. 


What kinds of cases come under 
legal aid? 

Just about every type of serious criminal or 
civil case. 

For example, if you are charged with a serious 
criminal offence under the Criminal Code or 
The Narcotics Control Act, or if you need help 
regarding your separation, divorce or other 
serious civil matter — and providing you 
qualify financially — legal aid can help you. 
About 55 per cent of all cases handled under 
legal aid concern criminal charges and the 
balance involve civil disputes, most dealing 
with domestic problems. 


Does legal aid pay for appeals? 

In some cases, yes. 

If you want to appeal a judgment or order you 
think is unjust, you should apply for legal aid in 
the usual way. Because of the high costs of 
appeals, however, your application will be 
reviewed by a committee made up of lawyers 
and citizens of your community. This 
committee will determine whether there is 
sufficient merit to your appeal under all of the 
circumstances to justify the expenditure of 
public funds, 


How do you apply for legal aid? 
It’s simple. Just contact the legal aid office 
nearest you (see back panel for addresses and 
phone numbers) or apply at any lawyer’s office 
in Ontario. If your application is approved, 
you will be given a legal aid certificate which 
allows you to hire the lawyer of your choice 
who participates in the program. About 70 per 
cent of all practicing lawyers make themselves 
available to the program but if you have 
problems finding a lawyer to help you with 
your particular case, contact the legal aid 
office nearest you or consult The Law Society 
of Upper Canada’s lawyer referral service. 





Duty Counsel 


Legal aid ensures that a lawyer is available in 
Provincial Court to help you if you are in jail, 
on bail or appearing in court because of a 
summons. This lawyer, called Duty Counsel, 
can advise you of your legal rights and can 
help you apply for bail or for an adjournment. 
If necessary, Duty Counsel will also help you 
apply for legal aid. 

If you are charged with a criminal offence and 
wish to plead guilty, Duty Counsel will help 
you before sentence is passed. 

The Duty Counsel System helps to ensure that 
no accused person is unaware of his or her 
rights in court. 
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